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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[DA 00-1839, MM Docket No. 00-144, RM-
9925)

Radio Broadcasting Services;
Groveton, NH

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission,

ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Commission requests
comments on a pelition filed by Linda
Davidson seeking the allotment of
Channel 268A to Grovelon, MH, as the
community's second local FM service,
Channel 268A can be allotted to
Grovelon in compliance with the
Commission’s minimum distance
separation requirements with a site
restriction of 7.2 kilomeaters (4.4 milas)
northeast, at coordinales 44-37-43 NL;
71-25-55 WL, lo avoid a short-spacing
lo Station WYKE-I'M, Channel 267 A,
Hawverhill, NH, and Station WBHCG,
Channel 268A, Moredith, NH, Canadian
concurrence in the allotment must be
abtained since Groveton is located
within 320 kilometars (200 miles] of the
.S «Canadian border.

DATES: Comments must be filad on or
before Octobar 2, 2000, and raply
comments on or before Qctobar 17,
20010

ADDRESSES: IPederal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street, SW.,
Room TW-A325, Washington, DO
20554, In additien 1o filing comments
with the FCC, interested parties should
serve the petitioner, or its counsel or
consultant, as follows: Linda A.
Davidson, 2134 Oak St., Unit C, Santa
Monica, CA 90405 (Petitionar).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Leslie K. Shapiro, Mass Madia Bureau,
(202) 4182180,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Commission's Notice of
Froposed Rule Making, M0 Dockel No.
00-144, adopled August 2, 2000, and
released August 11, 20000 The full text
of this Commission decision 1s available
for inspection and copyving during
normal business hours in the FCU
Reforence Center, 445 12th Street, SW,
Washingtan, DC. The complate text of
this decision may also be purchasead

from the Commission's copy conlractor,
International Transcription Services,
Inc., (202) 857-3800, 1231 20th Street,
NW, Washinglon, DC 20036,

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making is issued unlil the matiar
is no longer subject to Commission
consideration or court review, all ex
parie contacts are prohibited in
Commission proceedings, such as this
ong, which involve channel allotments,
Sea 47 OFR 1.1204(b) for rales
governing permissible ex porfe contacts,

For information regarding proper
filing procedures for comments, see 47
CFR 1.415 and 1.420.

Federal Communications Commission

John A. Karousos,

Chiaf, Allocatians Branch, Policy anid Brles
Division, Maoss Medio Bureau.

|FE Dac, 00-21572 Filed 8-23-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17
RIN 1018-AF92; RIN 1018-AF95

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Extension of Comment
Periods and Notice of Availability of
Draft Economic Analyses on Proposed
Critical Habitat Determinations for the
Spectacled Eider and Steller’s Eider

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Sarvice,
Intarior.

ACTION: Proposed rule; notice of
axtension of comment period and notice
of availability of draft economic
anilyses.

SUMMARY: We, the 1.5, Fish and
Wildlife Service, announce the
availability of draft economic analyses
of the proposed designation of critical
habitat for the spectacled eidear
[Samateria fischerd) and the Alaska-
bresding population of the Steller's
alder (Polvsticia steller). We also
provide notice that we are extending the
comment periods on the proposals 1o
allow all interested parties to submit
written comments on the proposals and
on the draft economic analyses.
Comments praviously submittad nead
not be resubmitted as thay will he
incorporated into the public records and

will be fully considered in the final rule.

DATES: The comment periods for the
proposed rules concarning spectaclad

eidars and Staller's eidars, which
previously closed on August 31, 2000,
now close on September 25, 2000,
Comments [rom all inlerested parties
must be received by the closing date,
Any comments that are received after
the closing date may not be considerad
in the linal decision on these proposals,

ADDRESSES: Capies of the draft
economic analyses are available on the
Internet at “www.r?. fws.gov/es/te him]”
ar by contacting the LLS. Fish and
Wildlife Service at the appropriate field
affice listed balow, Submit written data
or comments on the spectacled eider to
the Field Supervisor, Ecological
Services Fiald Office, Anchorage, LS.
Fish and Wildlife Service, 605 W, 4th
Ave, Rm G-62, Anchorage, AK 99501:
fax: OOF/271-2786. Submil written data
or comments on the Steller's eider to
Ted Sweam, Morthern Alaska Ecological
Sarvices, 101 121th Ave., Bm 1110,
Fairbanks, AK 007071; fax 90774560208,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Faor
the proposed rule and economic
analysis comecarning speclacled eiders,
contact Ann G. Rappoport, Feld
Supervisor, Ecological Services Field
Office, Anchorage at the above address,
phone: 907/271-2787 or toll-free 800/
2724174 fax: 90727 1-2766, For the
proposed rule and economic analysis
concerning Steller's eiders, contact Ted
Swam, Endangered Species Branch, at
Northern Alaska Ecological Services al
the above addrass, phone: 07/456—
0441; fax: G07/456-0208,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The spectacled eider is a large
seaduck found in marine waters and
coastal areas from the Nushagak
Paninsula of southwestern Alaska north
to Barrow and east nearly to the
Canadian Border. The species is
threatened by habitat degradation, lead
poisoning, increased predation rates,
and hunting and other human
disturbance, The Steller’s eider is a
seaduck found in coastal and marine
witers from the eastern Aleutian Islands
around the western and northern coasts
of Alaska to the Canada border, The
Alaska-hreading population of this
spacies is thought to have decreased
significantly, but the causes of the
suspected decline are unknown. On
February &, 2000, the Service published
a proposed rule (65 FR 6114) to
designate critical habitat for the
spectacled eider, and on March 13,
2000, the Service published a proposed
rule (65 FR 13262) 1o designate critical
hahitat for the Alaska-breading
population of the Steller's eidear.
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Section 4[b)[2) of the Act requires that
we designate or revise critical habitat
based upon the best scientific data
available and after taking into
consideration the economic impact of
specifying any particular area as critical
habsitat, We may exclude an area from
critical habitat il we determine that the
benefits of excluding the area outweigh
the henefits of including the aren as
critical habatat, provided such exclusion
will not result in the extinction of the
species. Based upon the previously
published proposals 1o designate critical
habitat for the spectacled eider and
Stellers eider and comments previously
received during the comment periods,
we have conducted a draft economic
analysis of the proposed critical habital
designations.

The comment period for the proposed
rule designating critical habitat for
spactacled eidars originally elosed on
Mav &, 2000. The commen! period for
the proposed rule designating critical
habitat for Steller's eiders originally
closed on May 12, 2000, We
subsequently extended the comment
periods for both species to June 30,
2000, in response Lo concerns expressed
by saveral parties that the original
comment periods did not allow
adaguate time for review and comment
by affected individuals and
communities. Additionally, we
anticipated that the comment periods
for the economic analvses associated
with the proposed critical habitat
designations would be open during June
2000, and we wished to solicit
comments on the proposed rules and
their respective cconomic analyses
simultaneously. The development of the
aconomic analysas for the proposed
critical habitat designations was
unexpectedly delayved, and we
subsequently extended the comment
periods through August 31, 2000, with
the expectation that the economic
analyses would be available by August
T, 20

We solicit comments on the draft
economic analysis as describad in this
notice, as well as any other aspect of the
proposed designation of critical habitat
for the spectacled aider and Stellar's
aider. Our final determination on the
proposed critical habitat will take into
consideration comments and any
additional information received by the
date specified above. All previous
comments and information submitted
during the comment period need not be
resubmitted. The comment period is
extended 1o September 25, 2000,
Written comments may be submitted to
the appropriate Service office as
spacified in the ADDRESSES seclinn.

Our practice is o make comments,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public review
during regular business hours.
Individual respondents may request that
we withhold their home address from
the rulemaking record, which we will
honar to the extent allowable by law. In
certain circumstances, we would
withhald from the rulemaking record a
raspondent’s identity, as allowable by
lawe. IT you wish for us to withhold your
name andfor address, yvou must state
this request prominently at the
beginning of vour comment, However,
we will not consider anonymous
comments, We will make all
submissions from organizations or
husinesses, and from individuals
identifving themselves as
reprasentatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspaection in their entirety.

The deadline [or requesting public
hearings on the proposed rule regarding
critical habitat for the spectacled eider
wits March 24, 2000, The deadline for
requesting public hearings for the
proposed rule regarding critical habital
for Steller's eider was April 27, 2000,
We have not extended these deadlines,
In ardar 1o be considerad valid, requests
for public hearings must have been
submitted in writing and received at the
appropriate office by the relevant
deadline,

Author

The primary author of this notice is
Susan Detwiler, LLS. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Division of Endangered
Species, 1011 E. Tudor Rd., Ancharage,
AK 99503,

Authority

The authority for this action is the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
LL3.C. 1531 ef seq.),

Diated: August 16, 2000,

Gary Edwards,

Aeting Regional Director, Begion 7, Fish and
Wildlije Service,

|FE Dac. 0021589 Filed 8-23-00; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4310-55-p

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 80-day Finding and
Commencement of Status Review for a
Petition Te List the Western Sage
Grouse in Washington as Threatened
or Endangered

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of petition finding and
initiation of status review,

SUMMARY: Wa, the LLS. Fish and
Wildlile Service [Service) announce a
90-day finding on a petition to list the
western sage grouse [(Dentrocercas
urophasianus phaios) in Washinglon as
an endangered or threalened species
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act
af 1973, as amended, We find that the
petition presents substantial scientific
or commercial information indicating
that listing western sage grouse in
Washinglon, as a distinct population
segmeant, may be warrantaed. We are
initiating a status review to determing if
listing this population segment is
warranted,

DATES: The finding announced in this
document was made August 18, 2000.
T b considerad in the 12-month
finding for this petition, information
and comments should be submitted to
us by October 23, 2000,

ADDRESSES: Informalion, comments, or
questions concerning this petition
should be submitted to the Supervisor,
Uppear Columbia River Basin Fiald
Office, LLS. Fish and Wildlife Sarvice,
11103 E. Monlgomery Drive, Spokane,
Washinglon 99206, The petition finding,
supporting data, and comments are
available for public inspection, by
appointment, during normal business
hours at the above addrass,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chris Warren [ See ADDRESSES section)
or telephone (509) 883-8020,
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Saction 4[LI3A] of the Endangered
Specias Act of 1973 (Act), as amendead
(16 LLS.CL 1531 ef seq.), requires that we
make a finding on whether a pelition to
list, delist, or reclassify a species, or to
revise a critical habitat designation,
presents substantial scientific or
commercial information to demonstrate
that the petitioned action may be
warranted, To the maximum extent
practicable, this finding is to be made
within 80 days of receipt of the patition,



